








The two words that best describe Girls-on-the-Run are “FUN” and “RUN”.  

Every aspect of this program is geared toward helping girls feel good about 

who they are–physically, emotionally, and socially. We are excited to offer 

this great program to 3rd through 6th grade girls in our school this coming 

spring!

	 Girls-on-the-Run will meet on Wednesday and Friday from 1:45–3 pm for 

10 weeks beginning the week of March 2nd. The girls will train for a 5k run/

walk event to be held on Saturday, May 16th. Registration is limited and will 

be accepted on a first come/first serve basis. Registration forms will go home 

the week of January 12 and the fee is $175. Scholarships are available.

	 For more information, visit the website at www.girlsontherun-sv.org or 

contact the Valencia coaches, Jennifer Nowark, Theresa Kloepfer, & Julie 

Holser at 768-9922.

We hope to see your girls out on the field this spring!

Hollywood Nights
Dinner & Auction on March 21

 

Those of you who attended last time know this is an event you do not want to miss! With a hosted reception, silent 

auction, dinner, live auction, & dancing it is sure to be a night of fun and excitement. Our schools community of 

parents and volunteers make this event a huge success.

	 You should have already received information about the Auction & Dinner Event and how you can help with 

donations. If you did not, you can go online at www.valencia.pvusd.net  to get updated info and details about our 

event. We also have forms in the office.

	 Tickets will be going on sale early December, so look for packets going home with your children. Formal invites 

will be going out in mid January. Remember your favorite teacher by having the class get together and purchase 

them a ticket as well. It makes for a great teacher gift during the Holiday Season.

	 We have received almost 80 donations to date including; Winery tours, VIP parking space at Valencia, Prin-

cipal for the day, Specialty wines, Art workshops & Art, Plants, Museum tickets, Restaurant certificates, Golf 

at Pasatiempo, Tahoe, Shaver Lake, and Huntington Lake weekend getaways, and unique opportunities such as 

a private tour of Pixar studios. We encourage all families to think of something they might be able to donate (or 

get someone to donate)—vacation homes, services, dinner parties, sporting event tickets, and much more. With 

your help, we’ll have a fun-filled and successful event!  

 	 If you would like to help with the event or have any questions please
feel free to contact Jennifer Nowark at 768-9922 or jmnowark@charter.net

Sa  v e  t h e  da  t e !

Girls on the Run Program Coming Soon!



Garden Glimpse
aThe chill is finally in the air. Leaves are late in bowing and giving up the color green. 

Change is imminent. And so the garden grows. After a brief rest between harvest and replant-

ing the soil has been replenished and fed and winter seeds have been sown.

We have purple cabbage starts in the ground which will hopefully yield enough cabbage to 

conduct some spring egg dyeing experiments. We have broccoli starts in the greenhouse ready 

for transplant as well as celery, peas spinach and lettuce. A little more greenhouse nurture 

then out they go! Shadow and Peter have been busily preparing for the winter chill by digging 

a series of burrows in the aviary. The wire floor with 12 inches of DG makes for a safe and 

perfect medium for such an endeavor. The compost bins are quietly converting scraps into soil. 

All is well in the garden. Lots of Valencia kids continue to be involved in this once again an-

nual transformation and it is miraculous. I would like to thank the following devoted students: 

Jessica Pierini, Jordin Iniguez, Emily Russel, Christeh Goetzl, Nina Hipkins, Emma Crocker, 

Colin Sullivan, Francisca Perez, Maiya Shoemaker, Daniel Demonner, Mason Lawrence Em-

manuel, Jackson Mace, Josh Martin, Miles Wayne, Kelsea Morgan, Carson Biddick - Van Dis-

sen, Sally Rose Reiker, and Mr Z’s class-Alana, Ben, Bridgett, Jessica, Reid, Kyle, Arlene, Re-

beka, Rose, Nicole, Michael, Nye, Luke, Mattison, Eden, Colin, Kevin, Davon, Kelsey, Griffin, 

Duncan, Drew, Isaiah, Cole, Nick, Devon, Morgan, Sarah, Camryn, and Julia. 

	A n extra special thanks to Claire Breen, Addie’s Mom, for donating 5 BIG bags of compost 

so we could get our winter garden stared. Our own compost won’t be ready until spring. AND 

once again to Dale Berman who has creatively fashioned and installed a copper cupola for the 

top of the aviary and crafted corner benches inside our patio. You guys are the best!! 

	A ny ideas, donations or comments please don’t hesitate to call me at 722-8487. The garden 

is a beautiful place and it keeps getter better thanks to all of you who have so generously given 

our garden your gifts!
—Karen Richmond 

Playground Update...
On October 27th our Boundless Play Structure opened to the children of Valencia 

Elementary. First on the structure that foggy morning were the children in the Spe-

cial Day Class. Watching them play on the equipment brought tears to our eyes, as 

they tried out the see-saws and other equipment. Shortly thereafter, classes were 

allowed to come out one at a time so the children could explore and experience their new 

structure. The children seem to really enjoy the structure. 

	 The next phase will include reinstallation of the rock wall that was purchased last 

year, and a new twisty bar. These will be placed in the same box as the fitness structure. 

A huge thank you to Valencia Dads John Morehead and Gabe Galster who donated their 

time to build out the fitness structure box to accommodate these pieces of equipment.

	 Additionally, swings will be installed on the other side of the fitness structure, as 

soon as the last $10,000 is received. This donation was allocated from Santa Cruz County 

Parks and Recreation toward our project over a year ago. We have been waiting patiently 

for this money, and found out last week that it was transferred to the district, so it ap-

pears that it will be coming to us soon. Hurray! The current plan is for a bank of 8 swings, 

2 for children with disabilities, and 6 regular swings. Swinging is highly therapeutic (and 

fun!) for all children but especially for children who have special needs, so it will be a nice 

addition to our Boundless Playground and the campus. 

	 Shortly after the installation of the swing area, we will host a dedication for the proj-

ect. We hope you will attend as we celebrate our long awaited project and thank our 

Valencia Community, as well as our local and national funders that made it possible. 

—Kim de Serpa

Home & School Club News continued...

Box Tops for Education
Just a reminder to keep an eye open for those 

little pink “box top for education” rectangles 

that are printed on many of the products we 

purchase. Each “box top” typically has a re-

demption value of 10¢. While this may not 

seem like much, they have the potential to 

bring in hundreds of dollars for our school if 

everyone collects them throughout the year. 

If you have started a collection at home, take 

a quick look through them for any that might 

be expiring at the end of the year. Turn those 

in to the collection box located in the office by 

December 10th. We will start the class chal-

lenge in January. Contact Deedee Gordo at 

685-1888 with any questions.

Recycling Gently Used Spirit Wear 
Wondering what to do with those outgrown 

shirts and sweatshirts that are still in good 

condition? Support our Valencia community 

by dropping them off in the school office for 

recycling to another student who might not 

yet have their own spirit wear collection.

Lost and Found
The lost and found collection is growing!  

Please remember to check the clothing racks 

located in the cafeteria, and the bins located 

by the Staffroom for any lost articles. All un-

claimed items will be “donated” over the Win-

ter Break.

Yearbooks
We Need Your Help

Michelle Young has been busy capturing 

photo opportunities in anticipation for this 

year’s yearbooks. This year’s will carry the 

added distinction of being the first to be pub-

lished in color…WOW! Everyone is welcome 

to submit photos. So remember to take lots of 

pictures at school functions, on field trips, on 

spirit days, during assemblies/performances, 

or anytime! Preparation of the yearbook will 

begin when we return from Winter Break and 

will run through March 1st. Volunteers are 

needed  to help on this fun project. Contact 

Michelle Young at shelliepip@yahoo.com to 

volunteer, or to e-mail pictures.


