






Valencia Thanks Bay Federal Credit Union for their Support!
Bay Federal Credit Union in 
Aptos is excited to announce 
that Valencia Elementary School 
w i l l  be  the rec ip ien t  o f  a l l 
school supplies donated during 
their School Supplies Drive!  

Donations of copy paper, #2 pencils, safety scissors, washable markers and other items 
may be dropped off at Bay Federal Credit Union, located at 105-A Post Office Drive (next 
to Starbucks), through the end of September. Before you shop, stop by Bay Federal to pick 
up a coupon for $5 off a $20 purchase, courtesy of Palace Art & Office Supply. And if you 
don’t have time to shop, donate money for school supplies at Bay Federal Credit Union and 
they will purchase items from Palace at an incredible discount! For more information, visit 
Bay Federal Credit Union in Aptos or call them at 831.479.6000. 

SPOTLIGHT ON VALENCIA

Each month we will showcase an important Valencia contributor, emphasizing the 

positive aspects of our wonderful students and staff. This month’s spotlight is on our 

fabulous Principal, Mrs. Dianna Higginbotham!

Mrs. Higginbotham is proud to begin her 6th year as Valencia’s 

esteemed Principal! Prior to leading Valencia, she served for 3 

years as Valencia’s Assistant Principal, and prior to that, worked 

for 16 years as a bilingual resource teacher, also at Valencia. 

That means Mrs. Higginbotham has been at Valencia for almost 

25 years…wow, now that’s dedication! It’s easy to understand 

why Mrs. Higginbotham considers Valencia her “home away 

from home” and views the Valencia community as her extended 

family. She is passionate about working with children, solving 

problems, and considers Valencia “the best place in the world for kids”. She is amazed by 

the continual contributions of the hard working Valencia community and equates it to a 

3-legged stool, with staff, students, and parents each representing a leg necessary to support 

each other. She especially enjoys Monday morning ceremonies where the whole school 

begins each adventurous week together, celebrating community and acknowledging each 

other’s special accomplishments. Her focus is on “Raising the Whole Child” at Valencia 

through participation in Arts, P.E. and Technology, and not just academics. She is looking 

forward to the additional time that teachers will have to plan and work together on Tuesday 

afternoons; and is hoping that the data will show big benefits for all students. 

	 Mrs. Higginbotham lives in Aptos with Dave, her husband of 37 years. She has two 

grown children: a son Sean, who is a nuclear engineer and Lieutenant in the Navy and 

lives in San Diego with his wife, Stephanie; and daughter Kelly who lives in Denver 

and is a manager at the Grand Hyatt. She also has 2 “grandpuppies”, Ali and Cali (not 

related!). In her free time she enjoys snow skiing (you go Mrs. Higginbotham!), reading, 

needlepoint and working out. She can often be seen walking on the beach with her 17-year 

old lab mix, “Cookie” or enjoying a yummy dinner at Rio Del Mar Mexican Restaurant. If 

you happen to see her out and about, be sure to wave a big hello to Valencia’s number one 

Seastar fan and tell her how much she is appreciated. Thank you, Mrs. Higginbotham, for 

your many years of support, leadership and caring for our Valencia community!

Auction Winner 
Parking Spots...
There are 2 parking places outside of the 

main gate marked “Reserved for Auction 
Winners”. Please respect the fact that Va-

lencia families have paid for the right to use 

these parking spaces and the privilege to 

park there is theirs alone. While it may be 

tempting to park there “for just a minute” 

please refrain from the temptation and find 

somewhere else to park. Thanks!

BoxTops for Education
Collection boxes have been placed in all of 

the classrooms, so start clipping and bring-

ing your boxtops to school! Only those left 

in classroom boxes will count towards class-

room totals so, if you are a Valencia student, 

do NOT drop them in the box in the office. 

Student Goals
At the beginning of each year, all class-
es are asked to develop class agree-
ments and mission statements for the 
year. Mrs. Leonard’s 4th graders took 
this very seriously and produced some 
amazing goals for themselves. Here is 
a sampling:

Lily Russo wrote:

I am a student at Valencia School. I am 
here to achieve my goals. I want to try 
listening to my teacher more and stop 
talking in class. I also want to improve 
my math. I want to make a good fourth 
grade student, so I get to 5th. I am go-
ing to do this with help from friends and 
family; and my teachers. I also want to 
help myself by doing my homework to 
get good grades.

Austin Thelander wrote:

I am a 4th grader. I enjoy building mod-
els, playing video games, swimming 
and playing card games. I am here so I 
can learn, make new friends and grad-
uate to junior high school. I will do my 
homework; then play video games.

 



Student Reports from Cooperstown, New York
A few Valencia students recently traveled to Cooperstown, New York as part of a baseball “travel 

team” where teams from around the country met to play. Read below about their experiences!  

	

T
he two most memorable things in Cooperstown were easily the storm and beating the state champions 

of North Carolina in a play-off game. The storm was one of the most memorable moments because of all 

the cause and affects it had on our team. Also beating the North Carolina state champions was a memorable 

moment because they had beaten us in our first game 19-9. Here is why these were the two most memorable 

moments in Cooperstown.

	 The storm was so freaky! First, my friend Ben and I had to walk in the storm alone to the food tent and the 

wind was blowing so hard that are hats flew off every step. Also it started hailing as soon as we left our barracks. 

Once we got relaxed, warm and had our food the wind really kicked up and the tent was swaying and the metal 

bars were bending and the security guards yelled “RUN” and every player ran in different directions. I was running 

back to the barracks when coach yelled “THIS WAY”.  I turned around immediately and ran to my coach, but when 

I was running by our table I looked at my cake and grabbed it. Then once we were safe in the storage I came and 

joined my teammates who were in a circle talking and said “I SAVED THE CAKE GUYS” and everybody started 

laughing and at that second I noticed it was coconut cake so I threw it away. Last, while we were still in the storage 

room a kid on my team was sitting and singing   “Jimmy Cracked Corn and I Don’t Care” because he was so scared. 

This is why the storm was so memorable.

	 The second most memorable thing was beating the Red Heat. First, they were all thinking they were going to 

beat us again and go to the second round, but as soon as the first inning happened they were surprised. Our lead-

off batter hit a solo home-run the second pitch of the game. It was his first homerun in Cooperstown. Second, they 

put in their best pitcher in the first inning and we got 3 more runs off him. Third it was the 6th inning and we were 

winning 8-5. The first batter stepped up and hit a ground ball and was out by a mile. Then the second batter came 

up and the ump yelled “STRIKE ONE” then yelled “STRIKE TWO” by a curveball. Then our pitcher threw a 

fast ball and the kid fouled it off.  Then another pitch, but it was a ball, Our pitcher threw another ball to make the 

count 2 and 2 – then he threw a fastball to the outside corner for strike three.  The last batter hit a ground ball back 

to the pitcher for out number 3 to win the game.  We played strong and won.  That was the best part of all!

—Ethan McAnerney , 6th grader

W
hen I went to Cooperstown, NY, I had a lot of fun. My favorite thing to do was to trade team pins. 

How do it is you find someone with other team pins and ask to trade, your team pin for their team pin. The 

object is to get as many different pins as you can. My brother’s team, “the Santa Cruz Mountain Lions,” 

had a pin a lot of people wanted. I started pin trading at the 4th game. I started with four of my team pins; now I 

have over fifteen different team pins. My friends and I were a trading club. We traded with each other and with 

other people. I love to trade pins and I will always have something to remind me of Cooperstown, New York!

—Quinlynn R. Barry, 5th grader
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Notes and Reminders:

Parent/Student handbooks are avail-
able in the office. If you have not re-
ceived one in past years, or need a re-
fresher copy, please stop by and pick 
one up.

Please avoid using our limited 
office and school staff to deliver mes-
sages to your children during school 
hours. Try to make all of your after 
school plans ahead of time. Last minute 
messages to classrooms often do not get 
to your children.

Check out the website at 
www.valencia.pvusd.net 
for important updates. We’re updating 
so please check back if you don’t find 
what you need the first time around!

SMILE! Picture Day is 
Friday, September 11

Every child who rides the bus needs a 
bus pass. Bus passes are sold in the 
office for $10.

9
Drive SLOWLY around 
Valencia School. Refrain from using 
your cell phone. Your attention should 
only be on driving. 

Keeping your students safe is goal #1.

 

Don’t Forget!
please renew your 

eScrip contributions at 
www.escrip.com

After School Programs 
abound at Valencia!  

Valencia families with a need for after school care are fortunate to have 

several choices available to them this year:

After School 
Academic Enrichment 
(free)
Sponsored by PVUSD Afterschool Alliance.

Located at Valencia School. 
Supplemental program for all 
children in grades 3-6. 

Program includes classes in 
science, reading and math 
enrichment, as well as interna-
tional language, dance, and 
drumming. 
Enrollment is limited.

Program Hours:  
Offered Monday-Thursday from 
school dismissal until 4:30 pm.
Bus Service is provided for 
children who normally use the bus 
to get home.
Applications are available in the 
school office. 

After School 
Enrichment classes 
(fee based)
Sponsored by the County of Santa Cruz 
Parks Department. 

Located at Valencia School. 
Enrichment Classes for all children. 

The Fall schedule of classes 
is anticipated by mid September. 
Brochures will be sent home as well 
as posted on the county’s website at 
www.scparks.com. Check back for 
more information.

la selva beach 
After School program 
(ace)
Sponsored by the County of Santa Cruz 
Parks Department. 

Located at La Selva Beach 
Clubhouse.
Afterschool program for children 
in grades 1-6.  

Offers a wide variety of activities 
such as games, sports, arts 
& crafts, cooking, special 
events and exciting field trips. 
Daily homework time and 
assistance is also provided.

Program Hours:  
Offered daily from school dismissal 
until 6:00 pm. 
Bus Service is provided from 
Valencia to the LSB Clubhouse. 
Monthly Registration with  
100%, 60%, and drop-in options.
For more information
call 454-7923. To register please call 
454-7941 or log onto www.scparks.
com. Applications are available in 
the school office. 
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