


Open Enrollment/Intra-District
Transfer process for 2010-2011

The Pajaro Valley Unified School Dis-
trict (PVUSD) will begin implement-
ing its Open Enrollment Intra District
Transfer process for the 2010-2011
school year from November 1, 2009
through December 18, 2009. Open En-
rollment means that parents living in
PVUSD can apply for a transfer (Intra-
District Transfer) to any other school
in the District for their children in all
grade levels, Kindergarten through
grade 12.

Parents can pick up an application
at the school of residence and return
the completed application back to the
school of residence on, or before, De-
cember 18. If you have any questions,
please contact your school principal.

Terminate Tardiness:
When you are late, you miss out!

Tardiness is regarded as a serious problem
at our school. Getting to school on time is
an important responsibility of both parents
and students. Teaching begins immedi-
ately upon the start of the school day. Our
teachers use the first few minutes of every
day to complete necessary routines: atten-
dance, lunch count, homework collection
and announcements. Missing this time can
leave your child without important informa-
tion and out-of-step with their classmates.
Be on time for your education!
Leaving home just five minutes earlier will
help to avoid tardiness.

Fun Facts for Your Child
Dolphins sleep with one eye shut and one
eye open so even when they're sleeping they
can find their way to the surface of the wa-
ter to take a breath of air.

Remember to Purchase
your Valencia Yearbook

Yearbooks may be pre-purchased for $16.50
through December. Prices will increase to
$18.50 from January through March, and
then to $20 after April 1. Look for the order
form on our website, under “Forms”.

SPOTLIGHT ON VALENCIA

Each month we will showcase an important Valencia contributor, emphasizing
the positive aspects of our wonderful students and staff. This month’s spotlight
is on Grant Coffin!

Valencia welcomes Mr. Grant Coffin as our new Assistant Principal
this year! Mr. Coffin joins us for half of each week, splitting his
time between Valencia and Rio del Mar Elementary Schools. This
is his second year as an Assistant Principal; previously he spent 2
years as a technology grant coordinator, and many years working
as a grade K/1 teacher.

Mr. Coffin enjoys the personal connections to the students
that his job offers. He views all the students as “his own children’
and focuses equally on their social and educational needs. He
most enjoys the “opportunity to smile every day” when he comes to work.

Mr. Coffin is the proud father of Austin, a 5th grader who attends school in Los
Angeles where he lives with his mother. He always plans fun outings together whenever
he visits with Austin, and recently ran a sports day at Austin’s school. What a nice dad!

In his spare time, Mr. Coffin enjoys board games, card games, live theater and opera.
His passion is acting and spends much of his personal time participating in historic
reenactments at Renaissance Fairs throughout the state. He typically assumes the role
of a Queen Elizabethan-era Sergeant who leads a group of Scottish musketeers through
battle (and runs the town tavern!). While this may sound like a lot of work to most of us,
this weekend transformation actually re-energizes Mr. Coffin for the school week ahead!
His girlfriend, Julie, is also an avid actor and they often participate together in venues. In
fact, they met during a live chess match where she was a pawn and he was a rook. Sounds
like a match meant to be!

Mr. Coffin is excited about an upcoming performance as Colonel Cyrus Hardings in
the Dickens Christmas Fair running at Cow Palace between Thanksgiving and Christmas.
Kids, if you want to see Mr. Coffin as you’ve never seen him before, grab your parents
and head to the Cow Palace! If you are staying locally, you might see him enjoying a
good book at Bookworks, Book Shop Santa Cruz, or a local library. If you do, be sure to
smile and say hi; you're bound to get the same in return!

il

Student of the Year

Valencia proudly announces that 6th grader, Khristian Aguilar, is our Student of the
Year. Congratulations Khristian! He will be recognized at the District Board meeting on
November 18th. Other Valencia student nominees included: Michaela Chin, Maggie Dar-
roch, Nate Dennis-Benford, Kelsey Ferrell, Kyle Johnson, Jack Peoples, Griffin Rummel,
Drew Sturgill and Kevin Torf. All of our students are deserving as they exhibit character
traits of respect, hard work, and caring for others. All ten students were honored at a
recent Monday Morning Assembly and will go out to lunch with the principal in the near

future. We are glad all of these students are part of our Valencia family.

Our Boundless Playground Receives National Recognition!

Our Boundless playground was chosen among all playgrounds nationwide to be featured
in the October issue of PTO Today magazine. We earned the honor of a 4-page spread and
several color pictures! While we note a few inaccuracies in the story, we believe this is a
great honor and a testament to the hard work and dedication of our playground committee.
We are also especially pleased to report that we have been given the green light to install
a much awaited bank of swings to complete our accessible playground, and hope that this

next phase of the project will break ground in the next several weeks.



Report from Home & School Club

Wow, we had a busy October! The month
started out with our first community wide
“Cash for Trash” e-waste collection day.
Working together with EarthCare Recy-
cling and combined with our Friday morn-
ing collection efforts, we collected more
than 6,700 pounds of electronic waste,
enough to fill a huge moving van. That is
a lot of waste that will now be recycled
but which would have otherwise likely
gone into our local landfills. This was a
tremendous effort with huge results after
only 5 weeks of Friday morning collec-
tions. Imagine what we can do over the re-
mainder of the school year! Thanks to Jim
Claussen for his commitment in heading
this effort. Be sure to check out the list of
acceptable items in this issue of the View.
You’ll be surprised at how much you may
have to donate, and how your child will
take pride in knowing you are doing some-

Toyota Ticket Sales SCREAM!

Valencia Seastars rock! Toyota ticket sales
were a HUGE success. We reached our goal
of $20,000 and surpassed it all the way to
$24,328.75! We earned money for our school
and sold the MOST tickets out of ALL the
schools in the county! Our top seller was
Alexander Vigliecca, from Ms.Malcolm’s class,
who won a $100 bill for his extraordinary efforts.
Alex and his family have generously donated the
$100 back to Ms. Malcolm’s class for supplies.
Several other students were awarded Honor-
able Mentions for their extra efforts in selling
so many tickets: Stella Koslowski, Adrian Reed,
Cody Leporini, Wade Watson, Nolan Smith and
Moorea Nowark. These students were rewarded
by having lunch from Aptos area restaurants and
a cupcake brought to them at school. Together,
our top seven individual sellers sold more than
$5,000 worth of tickets. Mrs. Swanson’s class
sold the most tickets among classes overall and
won a class mystery surprise party. Way to go,
everyone!!!

A family from Del Mar Elementary in Live
Oak won the grand prize drawing on October 25
and chose to receive the $25,000 option. Happily,
many Valencia families also won great prizes!
People from Toyota, the Boardwalk and other

thing responsible for their community.

Our First Family Reading Night was
FUN! Approximately 100 Valencia chil-
dren and their families joined guest read-
ers Dianna Higginbotham, Marilyn Rid-
dick, Laurie “The Story Lady” Eddings,
and PVUSD Trustee Libby Wilson for a re-
laxing evening of stories from around the
world, crafts and goodies. Even Clifford
the Big Red Dog joined in the fun! Thank
you to our guest readers, event volunteers,
and the families who donated reams of pa-
per or bake sale contributions. Let’s plan
to do it again!

Our fundraising efforts were AMAZ-
ING! We not only met, but BEAT our
Toyota ticket sales goal, with a grand to-
tal of $24,328.75. This represents almost
$5,000 more than last year’s combined
Toyota ticket and gift wrap profit totals.
I am so thrilled with not only the dollar

HOME & SCHOOL CLUB ANNOUNCEMENTS

schools are now all asking “how did you get
to $24,000?”. It is quite simply that there is
no other school like Valencia. The families,
students and staff are amazing! Thank you so
much for all of your appreciation and support.

—Event Chairs, Lisa Mella and Jan Candau

Book Fair

Once again, the Scholastic Book Fair was a suc-
cess, proving Valencia families love to read!
Almost $13,000 in books and other items were
purchased, with many books gifted to our teach-
ers. Net proceeds will be determined by Scholas-
tic. All profits benefit the literacy fund managed
by the H&SC. Happy reading Valencia families!

FREE Science Opportunity!

Parents, are you enthusiastic about science? Are
you up for coaching a group of about 10 dynamic
and inquisitive 5th and 6th grade students, once
a week beginning in January, who would ben-
efit from a FREE underwater robotics program?
the National Science Foundation, together with
MATE (Marine Advanced Technology Education)
is sponsoring this fabulous opportunity for stu-
dents to compete in a ROV (Remotely Operated
Vehicles) international contest in April, to be held
at Monterey Peninsula College. The competition
extends all the way through the college level; this
could be a very cool experience that could en-

amount but also the fact that we were able
to accomplish such an incredible feat with
a SINGLE, waste-free fundraiser that
was 100% profit to our school. Thank you,
Valencia families, especially Lisa Mella
and Jan Candau who contributed so
much of their time and energy to run
such a successful campaign. Your efforts
made a HUGE difference! We’re currently
planning for a November 10 school-wide
celebration of this great accomplishment...
stay tuned!

Preparations are busily underway for
the Harvest Festival later this week and
I'm looking forward to being able to report
next month on another great success. Until
then, thanks to all our parent volunteers for
your time, talents and contributions.

—Karin Kerber-Smith
President, Valencia H&SC

gage a student for years. MATE provides training,
materials, curriculum and coaching; you provide
student encouragement and assistance.

For more information, check out MATE’s web-
site at www.marinetech.org/rovcompetitions. If
you are interested in coaching a Valencia team,
please contact Karin Kerber-Smith at kkerber-
smith@baymoon.com.

Upcoming Holiday Staff Luncheon
Planning for the December 17 Holiday Staff Lun-
cheon is currently underway (note date change
from Dec 16). If you are interested in showing
your appreciation for our wonderful teachers
by helping with or contributing to this much
anticipated yearly event, please contact Misty
Courtney at mistycourtney@gmail.com

Lorraine Pursell speaker series

The Valencia H&SC Parent Education Speaker
Series is happy to host Lorraine Pursell on
November 9 from 7-8:30pm in the multipur-
pose room. Lorraine will speak to parents about
ways to boost our childrens’ self esteem. An op-
tional $10 donation/family will be used towards
programs aimed at promoting positive behav-
ior at Valencia. Tell your friends and neighbors
who may want to attend from other area schools.
Adults only, please.



Waste Free School Program

ates more than one million pounds of trash every day? Please help
us to be a part of the solution by incorporating some of these ideas
into your child’s school day routine.

1. Pack a low waste lunch. The majority of a school’s trash comes

rom students’ lunches!

a. Use a lunch box, reusable lunch bag, and reusable
containers to you're your child s food.

b. Buy snacks in family-sized bags and repack them into
reusable containers.

c¢. Pack a thermos or a reusable water bottle for
their beverage!

d. Pack healthy fruit and vegetable snacks instead of
processed foods like chips and candy.

e. Ask your child to bring everything home from their
lunch so you can see what they are/not eating, and
adjust proportions to reduce waste.

cycled! Encourage your child to be aware of what’s recyclable and
i Copiers, Fax Machines, Scanners

to use the recycling bins both at home and at school

3. Here’s a brief list of what’s recyclable: white and colored paper,

newspaper, cardboard, paper bags, paperboard (cereal boxes), alu- i DVD Players, CD Players & VCRs

minum cans and foil, tin, steel, small scrap metal, clear and colored
glass, all hard plastics (#1-7), gallon milk jugs, milk cartons, juice
boxes (aseptic), aerosol cans, phone books, batteries (in a bag), and Radios, Boom Boxes, MP3 Players

Satellite Dishes and Receivers, Speakers and Sound Systems

plastic bags (in a bag).

4. Compost Our school collects fruit and vegetable scraps from
our students’ lunches. Please remind your child to put these things :
into the compost bucket when they finish their lunch. (Up to 33%
of a school’s trash can be leftover food) Think about starting a VCR Tapes, CDs and DVD Movies

compost pile at your house to recycle grass, plant clippings, and
i Blow Dryers, Curling Irons,

fruit/vegetable scraps into beautiful garden soil.

scratch paper, art paper, etc.

6. Re-Use! If you have children’s toys, clothes, books, and school

supplies that your children can no longer use, think about hosting Also... CAR AND TRUCK BATTERIES and SHIPPING

PEANUTS and BUBBLE WRAP!

a rummage sale, or donating these used items to a local charity.

: All of the Following can be Recycled

i at Valencia as e-Waste—FREE!

Valencia has been a proud member of the Waste Free Schools Pro-

i It’s Tim heck Your Cl nd Purge! E- llection
gram for several years now. As a Waste Free School, we are con- : ts e to Check Your Closets and Purge waste collections

stantly looking for ways to reduce the amount of trash we generate are scheduled every Friday morning from 7:30-7:45 at the end of

as a school and instead reuse and recycle many of the items we use the morning drop-off line. Look for large cardboard boxes to be

on campus every day. Did you now that Santa Cruz County gener- placed on campus for drop-offs at your convenience.

COMPUTER RELATED ITEMS, HOME AND OFFICE
i ELECTRONICS, & SMALL APPLIANCES including:

Cables, Ribbons & Wire of any length/size
CD Drives, DVD Drives

Computers — Desktops, Laptops, CPUs
Fans, Heat Sinks

Hard Drives free data erasing

Keyboards, Mice

Laptop accessories — batteries etc.

Media including Floppy Disks, CDs, DVDs
Modem Cards, Network Cards

Monitors, Flat Screens, LCDs, CRTs

PC, PCI, ISA and Mother Boards

PDAs, Palm Accessories, Power Supplies
Printers, Ink & Toner Cartridges

i RAM Chips, CPUs

Scanners, Speakers, Peripherals

Sound Cards, Video Cards

2. Recycle Up to 68% of what a school throws away can be re- UPS Back-Up Units & Batteries

Zip Drives, Floppy Drives

Cordless Phones, Cell Phones, Pagers

Digital, Video & Film Cameras

Electronic Pencil Sharpeners & Staplers
Paper Shredders, Power Tools

Stereos, Amplifiers

Telephone Systems, Headsets
Televisions, any size and model
Typewriters, Manual & Electronic

Video Game Systems-Playstation, Xbox, etc.

i Clocks, Lamps, Fans

5. Use both sides! Teach your children to make the most of paper Electric Can Openers, Waffle Makers

by showing them how they can use the backside of used papers as Electric Shavers &
i Toothbrushes

i Microwaves, Toasters, Ovens

Sewing Machines &Vacuum Cleaners



What to Do the Next Time the Lights go Out!

Recent Power Outage
at Valencia Schoo

Valencia experienced a storm-related power outage on October 13th from 7-10am. Our resourceful teachers
did a great job nonetheless, focusing students on skill review even though the lack of lighting made it difficult
to work in classrooms, especially the portables with dark windows.

Our official response to all was “school is open, but use your own discretion as a parent about sending your
child to school”. Apparently some well-meaning parents were trying to help and assumed that because we
had no power we would have no school. They may have been calling others or turning cars away in front
of the school because of the power outage. Though well-intended, this resulted in a significant decrease in
student attendance that day, which will translate into an unintended correspondingly lower reimbursement
amount from the state for that day. Unfortunately our state funding is based on the numbers of students in
attendance each day.

Here are a few things that | learned and that | would like to share with
you so that we are all better prepared in the event of another incident:

* Only the District Superintendent can cancel the school day.

* School closures are communicated via radio, T.V., school personnel and/or phone,
and by signs placed in front of the school.

School remains open with or without power, as long as we have water, phone service,
toilets and ability to feed the children. If one of these other services were to fail, it would
increase the chance of closing the school.

It is very difficult to make up a scheduled day in the school calendar if it is not
cancelled due to an emergency or disaster. Low attendance days are missed opportunities
as they cannot be “made up”.

Please remember to contact the school if you have any questions about whether school is in session. A big
THANK YOU to parents who stayed to support our teachers and help in the office during the morning.

—Dianna Higginbotham

Principal, Valencia Elementary School




