


VALENCIA YEARBOOK
It is another great tradition at Valencia 
School. The kids have so much fun the last 
week of school looking for their pictures 
and signing each others books. Parent edi-
tor, Michelle Young, reports that the Year-
book will be in color this year, so take lots 
of pictures! Anyone can submit pictures to 
the photo box in the office. If you want to 
help out, please call the office.

PARENT-TEACHER
CONFERENCE WEEK
Conferences will be held the week of Octo-
ber 13–17. First through Sixth grade stu-
dents will be dismissed one hour earlier at 
12:45 in order to give more time to this im-
portant event. This is an important time for 
teachers and parents to share their knowl-
edge of each student’s work. Please contact 
your child’s teacher if you have not set-up 
your conference time.

SPECIAL NOTE:
October 13 – 17 students in grades
1 – 6 are dismissed at 12:45pm.

Book Fair
It’s that time of year again. Scholastic 
book fair is coming to Valencia October 
10th through October 17th from 7:30am to 
5:00pm. Our goal this year is to get a book 
in every child’s hand. This event raises 
about $4,000 each year. This money goes to 
buying more books and is the main source 
of funding for our library. Both children 
and parents enjoy this event. Hope to see 
you there!

Harvest Festival
Friday, October 24 / 5:30–8:00 pm
This is another wonderful Valencia tradi-
tion. It is an evening full of fun, food, games, 
and much more. Wear a Costume and 
enjoy the evening. All children must be ac-
companied by an adult and stay within the 
courtyard area.

Lost & Found
There are already tons of sweatshirts and 
lunch bags in the lost and found barrels 
by the staff room. Please have your child 
look in the bins for their valuable items. It 
is helpful if you put a name and telephone 
number on each item. This year we do not 
have a parent who is overseeing the lost 
and found, so it is important that the chil-
dren keep track of their items.

spotlight on classrooms

Each month we will showcase a different grade level at Valencia, emphasizing the 

positive aspects of our wonderful students and staff. This month’s spotlight is on 

Kindergarten  Classes
Linda Gertsman’s classroom is a secure learning place for her 
students. Her students are happy and come away with a foundation 
to build on. Gwenn appreciates that her teacher “helps me pay 
attention and learn”. “She does the alphabet, like ‘M says mmm’” 
smiles Max. Sebastian agrees that learning is fun. “I like her 
because I like the math center” he reports. Kelsey says, “I like 
when she gives me Quiet Choice.” Lucy and Bella most enjoy 
reading with Mrs. Gertsman, and Presley has learned that 
studying is fun and that she likes it! It’s not all about learning 

though. It’s clear that Mrs. Gertsman’s students also like to have fun and play. Diego is 
a perfect example of one such student. When asked what he likes most about his teacher 
he replied “when she lets me have playtime”. Mrs. Gertsman, you are giving our children 
all they need with your encouragement and caring touch. Thank you.

Valencia Elementary would like to welcome Caryn Lane back to 
our community. Mrs. Lane’s students are eager to show their 
appreciation for her through heartfelt comments. Sadie says “I 
like her making cupcakes for us”…obviously, her classroom is a 
home away from home! Brooke and Ben think “She’s a good 
teacher”. However, we all know that Mrs. Lane does much more 
than teach; she reaches out and identifies with her students. Areli 
reports “I like it when she comes with us at recess.” Carly says 

“She’s nice and she plays Simon Says”, while Cameron thinks “She’s 
funny!” But that’s not all. Mrs. Lane also has the special honor of having her own fashion 
fan club! Jacob “likes her shirts” and Brooke thinks “She’s a good teacher and I like what 
she wears to school”. Thank you, Mrs. Lane, for returning to us, enriching our children 
and sharing your special gifts.

Marilyn Riddick is fast becoming one of our mainstays at Valencia.  
Her students have a lot of love in their comments and that is well 
apparent when visiting her classroom. Amber says “I love my 
teacher and I love her so much.” Sofia agrees - “I like to sing songs 
with her and I love her.” Mrs. Riddick makes each and every 
student feel a part of the class by being a part of the fun. Her 
classroom rings of smiles and laughter from her humor. Jason 
thinks “She’s funny” and Marina likes it “when Mrs. Riddick does 
the calendar because she’s funny with that.” Mrs. Riddick’s 

experience in teaching is reflected through her students’ young words. According to 
Haily, “She reads stories good.” Nicki summed up his feelings toward his beloved teacher 
in 3 words: “She helps me”. Thank you, Mrs. Riddick, for sharing your expertise, love 
and incredibly positive energy with our children.  

Karen Richmond is our garden guru and respected teacher at 
Valencia. All of her students have fun things to say about her! “I 
like it when we go to the garden and play chicken memory games” 
said Morgan. Caitlyn says “She lets us do fun crafts” and Kenny 
commented that he “likes to play games and learn.” Connor’s 
favorite thing about his teacher is that “She takes us on a field trip 
and gives us swim lessons.” It’s not all about fun and games though. 
Mrs. Richmond helps her students on many other levels. “She 
always helps me with my problems” comments Jeremy.  Shelby 

may have expressed it best when she said “She’s really nice and the best teacher I ever 
met”. Finally, Amma offered her parting thoughts: “She lets us play games and helps us 
feel better when we’re sad.” Mrs. Richmond, you will remain an important figure in our 
children’s lives for years to come. Thank you.



Home and School Club news Want to win a new
Toyota Camry Hybrid?
Win a brand new Toyota Camry Hybrid. 

The school keeps every dollar from this 
sale. A big thank you to Toyota of Santa 
Cruz and to the Santa Cruz Beach Board-
walk for sponsoring this huge fundraiser.

Buy your tickets from a Valencia student 
or in the school office.

Recycling for $$$
We are desperate need of a parent to help us 
out. We work hard to encourage students to 
recycle and most are getting very good at 
this. The next step is to recycle the plastic 
bottles and aluminum cans for cash. Unfor-
tunately, we need a parent to help us out. 
If you are interested, call the office at 688-2013
or email dianna_higginbotham@pvusd.net

Spirit days
We have had two spirit days already. Our 
first day was “CRAZY HAT” Day. 411 stu-
dents participated by wearing very crazy 
hats. Eight classes had 100% participation. 
We also had “TWIN” Day with two classes 
participating the most. Spirit Days are fun 
for all and promote pride and sense of be-
longing. Remember: all Fridays that aren’t 
special spirit days are always Valencia 
t-shirt/sweatshirt days. If you still need a 
Valencia shirt, there are order forms in the 
front office.

Monte Foundation
Fireworks
Enjoy an evening at Seacliff beach with 
your family and friends. Beautiful fireworks. 
Tickets on sale at Deluxe Market in Aptos.

A reminder to parents
on homework requests:
Any homework request must be called in 
first thing in the morning and can be picked 
up later that same day between 3 and 4pm.

Santa Cruz County
Fair Report 
Bridgett Titus, a 5th grader in Ms. Chris-
tie’s class, entered her pig “BunBuns” in the 
Santa Cruz County Fair. BunBuns weighed 
270 pounds. Bridgett bought BunBuns with 
her own money when he weighed 70 pounds. 
She sold her pig at the fair for $5.75 per 
pound. Bridget will buy another pig with 
some of her earnings. This was Bridgett’s 
third year showing pigs in the fair.
Congratulations Bridgett!

Home and School Club welcomes you to a new year! 
The Valencia Elementary Home & School Club is an organization that directly supports programs and teachers 
at Valencia. This organization is managed by parent volunteers who share their ideas in a forum and vote 
on important issues concerning the students’ education and safety.  The purpose and mission of the Home 
& School Club is to find ways to fund programs not offered by state funding, offer resources to our teachers 
and staff, and to enhance the overall educational experience of our children.   
	 The Home and School Club uses the funds it raises to pay for technology, funds for teachers to spend in 
their classrooms, assemblies, play ground equipment, SPECTRA art program and much more. The number 
one reason to join the H&SC is to benefit your child along with demonstrating the importance you place on 
education. By getting involved, you become a part of the solution and bring positive changes vital to the 
success of Valencia.

Ways to be involved in H&SC:
Attend monthly meetings the second Wednesday of the month in the Library with times alternating monthly 
at 9:30AM and every other month in the evening at 7PM on the same day. Share your ideas. Volunteer in 
some capacity; whether you enjoy working in a classroom or helping with school wide activities, there is a 
job for you. We look forward to having you join us!

For reference, here is a current list of the Home and School Club Officers for 2008-2009

	 Wendy Clarke  President			   Nathalie Manning  Corresponding Secretary

	 Michelle Young  Vice President		  Amy Coffee  Recording Secretary

	 Karin Kerber-Smith  Treasurer		  Jennifer Nowark  Volunteer Coordinator

On another note:
The Home and School Club would like to extend a great big THANK YOU to all of the 5th grade parent 
volunteers who worked on the Back to School BBQ…your efforts are appreciated so much and along 
with a fun evening, the food was terrific.  

•	 We’re gearing up for the annual Harvest Festival in October. If you would like to help in any 
	 way, please contact Jody Cole at 662-9256. This is a great family event and the more help we have, 
	 the better. Thank you for your efforts Jody—you rock!

•	 Don’t forget to buy your Valencia Spirit Wear. Order forms are available on our web site at  
	 http://www.valencia.pvusd.net/ or in the office. Spirit days are Fridays, unless otherwise noted.  

•	 Please sign up for E Scrip…it’s like free money for Valencia. We will be introducing a gift card 
	 program this fall so if you give gift cards over the Holidays, please order from Valencia. Thank you!

•	 Resources for Education at Valencia (REV) drive has brought in$2,340. Thank you to all who 
	 have donated. This money goes directly to support students.

•	 Sally Foster gift wrap sales are almost complete. A great product and one of our best fundraisers.

CHAMINADE RESORT Saturday, March 21, 2008

Mark your calendars! We are excited to announce our 3rd Bi-Annual Auction Dinner event. We will be 

hosting the event at Chaminade Resort on Saturday March, 21st. This will be Valencia’s biggest fundrais-

er for the year, and we really want everyone to attend and make this a successful event. Please contact 

Jennifer Nowark at jmnowark@charter.net if you would like to help in any way.  

Rummage Sale Wrap-Up 
This fundraiser was for the Smith Family who lost their home in the Larkin Valley/Trabing Fire.

We would like to send heartfelt thanks to the community for the support given to the Rummage Sale Fund 

Raiser on Saturday, Sept 20th. The Fundraiser was great success as a result of the generosity of the com- 

munity. We are so grateful for every family’s donation. A special thanks to each and every volunteer for 

your tireless efforts. We could not have made this happen without your hard work and long hours  With a 

combination of Cash donations, Kim Hardin’s Bake Sale, Silent Auctions, and Rummage Sale proceeds; 

we raised just over $4,100!
CONTINUED ON PG 4



Garden Glimpse

Please check out our school web site: www.valencia.pvusd.net

aThere is always a marked change in the air this time of year, with the change 
of every season each year come changes in our school garden. The changes range 
from plant life cycles coming full circle to cleaning and organizing supplies and many 
things in between.
	 The harvest comes when the life cycle of the plant is nearly complete. We began 
harvesting our spinach crop this month. We gathered, washed and prepared enough 
spinach to make yummy spinach and cheese quesadillas for tasting at lunch. Kids 
who either had never tried spinach before or swore they didn’t like it had a change 
of heart. We have been furiously picking basil leaves and making mounds of pesto 
as well. I plan to have a grand tasting sometime soon. The stems and discards have 
been going into our new compost bins chopped and watered down for the bugs’ plea-
sure. In return the bugs will give us rich nutritious soil by spring. Our tomatoes are 
just coming on and a few are reddening. Soon it will be tomato sauce making time 
and perhaps some fresh salsa! Sunflowers are also bowing to the fall call and we will 
have a few seeds to harvest soon. Our supply shed was in desperate need of being 
tidied up and thanks to some dedicated sixth grade students who graciously volun-
teered during their lunch it is orderly and spic and span. 
	 The animals are thriving in their new home. Peter and Shadow provide hours of 
entertainment for the kids by watching them eat, drink or run around the floor of 
the aviary. We also have a temporary resident garden spider we have affectionately 
named “Tiger”. He is about the size of a silver dollar, covered in striking black and 
yellow stripes snuggled in the middle of our tomato plants. He seems very content 
and the kids have actually witnessed a spider catch and wrap…fascinating!
	 We had a special guest come and visit this month as well. Karin Groebe is the 

“worm lady”. She came and talked to Mrs. Richmond’s and Mrs. Leonard’s class about 
worms.  She helped each class set up a bin that we have been feeding everyday with 
fruits, vegetables, dryer lint, and even hair! The worms are eating all and making 
soil for the garden.
	 I would like to acknowledge and thank the following for all their care and hard 
work in September: Breeze Carranco, Addie Breen, Georgia Patterson, Emma 
Crocker, Francisca Perez, Maiya Shoemaker, Hannah Gallart, Nina Hipkins, Jordin 
Iniguez, Christen Goetzel, Jackson Mace, Mason Lawrence-Emmanuel, Josh Mar-
tin, Nick Casteel, Macy Montana, Madison Mendoza, and Cameron Dueck. A special 
thank you to the Sturgill Family for replying to my request and donating bunny 
food including the BIGGEST carrot we have ever seen! The bunnies loved it. And to 
Claire Breen, Addie’s mom for a most generous donation of bunny food, dove seed, 
potting soil and organic fertilizer! Valencia families come through again.

These supplies are still needed and would be greatly appreciated:

1.	Empty plastic 6 packs, 2, 4 or 6” planting containers to start seedlings for our 
	 winter crops

2.	Outdoor bulletin board to post Valencia kid photos and acknowledgements.

3. Veggie or fruit scraps for the compost bins. It is harvest time for many of 
	 your gardens as well. Do you have plant (not weeds) debris you want to 
	 dispose of? Bring it to the garden and feed our compost. 

The garden thanks you once again. Come and visit. Your comments, ideas and 
compliments are appreciated. Call me at 722-8487.

—Karen Richmond 
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There were many local businesses that gave 
us their support in one way or another. Please 
return the support whenever possible! 
Aptos/LaSelva Fire Department, The Santa Cruz 

Sentinel, Aptos United Methodist Community 

Church, Aptos Safeway, Brent Garvey Painting, 

SaveMart, Watsonville Calvary Chapel,U-Haul, 17th 

St. Calvary Chapel Children’s Center, Valencia Car-

ing Community, The Little People Store/Soquel, Va-

lencia Home & School Club, The Print Smith/Aptos, 

Valencia Elementary School

Silent Auctions: 
Ashli Sturgill, Creative Memories

Jennifer Moore, 2Bead4U

Kimberly Hardin, Kimberly Hardin Art Studio

Suzanne Calkins, Close to my Heart

Tom & Alison McKenna, Golden West Autobody.

Many sincere thanks from The Smith Family 
& Event Coordinators

Important 
Reminders:
PLEASE DRIVE SLOWLY 

at VALENCIA SCHOOL!

The road is not a raceway! We are all 
busy; but please slow down. Many, many 
cars come around the first corner by the 
library driving much too fast. SAFETY 
for our students is critical. Please do not 
use your cell phone while driving through 
the school parking and traffic areas; your 
focus should be on watching for students 
and other vehicles. Your phone conversa-
tions can wait a few more minutes. Thank 
you for helping us keep Valencia safe.

Parking rules at VALENCIA

In the morning, if you are walking on to 
campus, please park in the lot in the very 
front of the school and then walk your 
child to campus. We have very limited 
parking and we must provide spaces for 
all staff. Kindergarten parents may go 
to back and drop-off their students by 
the cafeteria. We know that parents are 
abusing this system and have seen older 
children in the back darting through cars. 
This is very dangerous. Please respect 
the rules we have regarding vehicles in 
and around the school.

Z


